January 13, 2015
TO:  
OSAA & Steve Scott
FROM:  Ian O’Brien- Lakeridge High School

RE:  Ejection-Phil Taylor
To Whom It May Concern:
The following is a statement for the appeal for the ejection:
Coach Taylor arrived late to the game due to abnormal traffic. He was in communication with me about running behind and as a result we had our assistant coach present at the time of the player/coach meeting prior to the start of the game. Around the 4-minute mark a foul was called on one of our girls and Coach Taylor asked for clarification on the call as the official called it a continuation play and Coach Taylor felt the call was on the floor, but was looking for clarification. At this point, the official asked Coach Taylor to be quiet and issued a warning. Coach Taylor again politely asked the official for clarification and at that point he issued the first technical foul. Coach Taylor did not raise his voice, or use any profanity towards either of the officials, he was simply asking for an explanation. At the point when Coach Taylor sat down he looked at our assistant coach and said “wow” in disbelief. At that point the referee issued another technical foul and told the coach he was out of here. 

While this occurred I was in the upper gym watching the JV boys game. Our game manager called me on the radio to inform me Coach Taylor had been ejected. As soon as I got the call, I walked down to the lower gym and asked my game manager to go to the upper and switch places. When I got to the lower gym Coach Taylor was already out of the gym in the hallway visibly upset and confused. 

After talking with folks who were there (as I was not a witness being upstairs) they were in a much shock and awe as Coach Taylor was who said he was simply asking for clarification on the call. We have a school counselor who has been working the score clock tables for 10+ years and he said he has never seen anything so unjustified for an ejection, especially 4 minutes in a game. Our trainer who was directly behind the bench felt the same way. Both were taken back by such a quick ejection. 

School Action:

I have met with Coach Taylor about this situation and we have come up with strategies to effectively work and communicate with officials throughout games. One strategy to eliminate issues is to have conversations during a time-out, or break in the game rather than when the official is reporting the call. 
We also have discussed the importance of allowing the officials to officiate and not worrying about calls that are made and move on. Coach Phil has been informed that we cannot have any further negative interactions with officials for the remainder of the season. It is best to let the coaches’ coach; the players’ play and the officials’ officiate. 

Thank you for your consideration and review of this ejection and I hope to hear back soon.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.
Ian O’Brien

Lakeridge High School

(503) 534-2259
obrieni@loswego.k12.or.us

