To Whom It May Concern:
My name is Alex Martin, and I am the Head Varsity Coach at Yamhill-Carlton High School. In an incident after our game on 9/24 against Stayton, one of our players was issued a yellow/red card. We would like to officially appeal the issuing of the red card, and ask that the red card (alone) be rescinded. 

As a program, our response to our player’s actions is that he will serve a one-game suspension to be administered on our next game (9/29). We do not condone his actions, and the player has, both, owned his actions and shown incredible remorse for the incident that occurred.

However, also, as a program, we would like to appeal the issuing of the red card based on the fact that the red card offense would not have happened if the referee had not instigated contact with the player in the first place. In his report, the referee admits to contacting the player first, which led to the response that he received the red card for. 

It is an unfortunate incident, and our player is still receiving the punishment that he would’ve gotten had the red card not been rescinded. So we are not asking for leniency or to condone the actions of our player, but to simply recognize that those actions (while wrong) were in some way provoked by the actions and missteps of the referee in this case.

